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As a non-profit 501c3 community, we  
thank you for supporting our mission of 

service to seniors through tax-deductible 
donations of cash or useful items.  

Please call our office.
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We Need Your Help
We are seeking donations to offset the cost of a new air handling system 
that was installed in July. This much-needed system provides greater 
comfort for our residents. Our goal is to raise $54,000.  Any amount you 
can donate towards our goal is greatly appreciated.  You can donate safely 
and easily online at bit.ly/mrcc-give or send a check to our office. To direct 
your donation correctly, please notate “AIR” on your check or on the online 
donation form. Thank you to all our generous supporters!
We are also in need of the following items for our residents:

Please check our website or call for updated information about our visitation policy.

Donate safely and easily online:
MapleRidgeCareCenter.org/Donate

WISH Rising 
Stars Scholarship 
Applications  
due Sept. 11th
WISH scholarships 
are available to current 
employees and also high 
school students in WI 
and IL who are interested 
in post-acute care.
Read more about the 
scholarship and how to apply 
at bit.ly/wish-scholarship

WISCONSIN ILLINOIS      SENIOR HOUSING INC.

Bingo:
• Candy
• Perfume and Cologne 
• Lotion
• Solar window dancers
• Knick-knacks 
• Jewlery (long necklaces  

and clip on earrings)
• Fun size bags of chips/cookies
• Adult coloring books

• 300 “large pieces” puzzles 
• Word searches
• Crossword puzzles
• Spinning table top for puzzles

Other donation wants/needs:
• Gift cards for local restaurants  

to go towards take-out food  
days for residents

• Personal shavers

Dear Maple Ridge Care Center:

I just wanted to say thank you! During these crazy times, it is 
difficult to be away from loved ones. I am comforted to know my 
parents are receiving excellent care (at Maple Ridge) and I am 
especially grateful for the time staff takes to reach out to my dad.

Your staff continues to make the best of the situation and is always 
positive. “Over-the-fence” visits have their challenges but it means 
a lot for us to see each other even for a few minutes. Also I am amazed 
that mom continues to look good. I would love to hug and kiss her...
but I am thankful for the safety measures that are in place.

Your staff across the facility is exceptional. Thank you for caring 
for my parents!

Blessings, Donna



A Journey of Recovery: Judy C.
Who would guess that a cat scratch 
could lead to sepsis and a near-death 
experience? Capnocytophaga 
canimorsus is a Gram-negative, rod 
shaped bacterium found in the oral 
flora of dogs and cats. Human 
infection is rare but if it occurs, it can 
lead to sepsis, septic shock and 
multi-organ failure. 
This is the story of Judy C’s journey 
to recovery after just such an event. 
To begin the story, here is a little 
history about Judy:   She was born 
on November 27, 1952 in Chicago, 
IL. She moved to Minong, WI in 1968, 
and later to Spooner, where she 
currently resides at Maple Ridge 
Care Center. 
Judy’s mom (Delores) and her dad 
(Peter) are now both deceased. They 
were married in June of 1951 at St. 
Hedwig’s church in Chicago. Her dad 
played saxophone and clarinet in a 
band that entertained mainly at 
weddings. Judy was the firstborn; her 
sister, Eileen, came along a few 
years later, followed later by brothers 
Tom and Brian. 
Judy has 2 sons: Jeff, who was born 
in 1975 and Dan, born in 1977. “I have 
wonderful sons. They have grown up 
to be wonderful men,” she said.
Judy was fortunate to marry the love 
of her life on August 21, 2001, but 
sadly lost him in January of 2010. 
Judy said about her family, “ I couldn’t 
ask for a better family, especially 
during my crisis.”  When you read the 
story of her journey from where it all 
began to where she is at now, you’ll 
understand why she feels this way. 
Judy suddenly became ill on August 
3rd, 2015 and was taken to the 
Spooner hospital for treatment. “I was 
in the hospital and kept getting 
worse,” Judy said. After a few days 
of treatment for what was originally 

thought to be cellulitis with 
no improvement, Dr. 
Jeffery Eichten (Judy’s 
hero) transferred her to St. 
Mary’s in Duluth for testing. 
Judy’s diagnosis from 
doctors in Duluth was 
sepsis. Judy explained, “I 
got sent to St. Mary’s and 
that’s when they found out 
I was septic. I had 
abscesses in my right arm, 
my right knee, and the 
lower part of my spine.”  
Judy went through multiple 
surgeries in the following 
days to remove the 
abscesses and flush out 
the infection. It took three 
separate attempts to 
remove the abscess in her 
arm. They also found an 
abscess in a disc in her spine which 
was successfully treated with IV 
antibiotics since the doctor did not 
feel Judy would have survived an 
operation to remove it. 
It was now time to try and understand 
where the infection came from to 
determine the course of treatment. 
Judy’s sister, Eileen, kept a journal 
during this time. Her journal entry 
from August 8th talks about meeting 
with an orthopedic surgeon. He told 
Eileen, “ Your sister is very sick; life-
threatening sick.”  Eileen was asked 
about Judy’s lifestyle. Eileen 
explained, “ I said normally you work 
part-time, you babysit, and you visit 
our mom in the nursing home.”  The 
journal entry goes on to say, “The 
doctor was trying to figure out what 
caused the infection. He said he had 
seen a scratch on your arm and 
asked how you got it. I said I didn’t 
know. He said this is an aggressive 
bacteria and it could cause a lot of 
problems if it wasn’t taken care of.”  

It was later determined that it was 
indeed the scratches from the cat 
that started all of this. 
Eileen’s journal entries continued: “I 
would say for the most part, we have 
all been in shock. It is hard to believe 
an infection could do so much 
damage. We were all afraid we would 
lose you, but I know you are a fighter, 
and you would make it through.”  
That is exactly what Judy has been 
doing for the past five years. She 
fought the infections successfully, 
but the surgeries left her in rough 
shape. She was only able to move 
her left arm and was unable to stand 
or walk. 
This was when Judy’s rehab story 
began. She came to Maple Ridge 
Care Center on February 4, 2016 to 
work on gaining strength and 
functional mobility. 
Rehab started out slowly for Judy 
and the therapists needed to work 
with what she was able to tolerate in 
...continued on page 4



Favorite Color: Blue  •  Favorite Food: Sweet Corn and Potato Salad
Don was born on January 5, 1929 in Blain, WI in Burnett County. His parents 
were William and Ann Slipher. He was youngest of three children; he had 
an older brother Irvin and sister Doris. Their dad passed away when he was 
ten years old. His happiest memory when he was a child was fishing with his 
friends and family. His saddest child memory was his sister passing away 
due to complications from tonsillectomy surgery. She was a teacher and 
only sixteen years old. Don went to a country grade school where he walked 
one mile each way every day. Then went to Aspen School by bus until he 
graduated in 8th grade. He never received any more formal education but 
has many skills. 
He built houses and was maintenance man for a girl’s camp called the Wilder Foundation. In the spring and 
fall, he would open cabins up and close them up for seasonal folks on Lake McGraw. He would also fix things 
if people needed him to during the summer. He was nicknamed “The handy man of Lake McGraw” Neighbors 
would hire him to prepare pig roasts for special events. Some of his hobbies were building bird houses and 
picture frames, fishing, tending a huge garden and having corn on the cob dinners with family and friends. Don 
also had a hobby farm. He raised pigs, chickens, cows, goats and horses. 
He has lived on the same property of 120 acres his whole life before he 
came to live at Maple Ridge. 
He knew his wife Sophie for quite awhile before they got married June 
6,1966. She is the love of his life. He states she is a beautiful woman, good 
cook, good mother, good wife, and a very hard worker. He said she was 
always busy doing something. She has five kids before from a previous 
marriage. They have one daughter together. They have seven grandkids 
and ten great grandkids. His biggest accomplishments have been being 
a good husband and father. The most important value to Don is always 
being honest with people. 
Don says he likes living at Maple Ridge and is happy he gets to spend 
time with his wife Sophie every day. He enjoys the food and friendly staff. 
His main activities at the nursing home are reading, spending time on 
the patio, and working on puzzles. Don also joins us for games, men’s 
breakfast, and happy hour. Don is a kind and great man and we love 
having him at Maple Ridge!

Resident Spotlight: William “Don” S.

Happy Birthday
Best wishes to our staff and residents 

celebrating birthdays this month.

Residents
Dixie P  Sept. 6 
Mary H  Sept. 6 
Margaret S  Sept. 13 
George W  Sept. 15

Staff
Dominga V Sept. 1
Jamie C. Sept. 2
Abigail R.    Sept. 3
Ava G.     Sept. 4
Stephanie M.      Sept. 7
Allen P.           Sept. 11
Stephanie S.      Sept. 13
Brittany S.        Sept. 18
Debra L. Sept. 21
Kali C.      Sept. 25
Amber F.              Sept. 29
Samantha K.       Sept. 30

Open Positions
RN   |  LPN  |  Beautician
Certified Nursing Assistant

Join our team as a temporary CNA and start a free 
16-hour online training course immediately. Once 
completed, we’ll provide a free in-person class 
for the remaining 59 hours of training needed 
to test for your nurse’s aide certification. 
(75 hours total)

Free CNA Training

Your healthcare career is just waiting for you to make 
the first move! Call today and speak with our HR dept.



Friendly Staff
Jennifer Abernathy  
Administrator  635-1420
Kali Campbell 
Activities Director  635-1437
Jackie VandeVoort 
Business Office  635-1239

Newsletter Production by PorterOneDesign.com

Congratulations to all 
the CNAs for winning 
the CNA task force 
drawing for “Stepping 
it up” and “Going 
above and beyond” 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Honorable 
mention, 2nd place 
went to Sue Coquillette 
from Dietary!!!   
Way to go everyone!  
#MapleRidgeStrong

her current condition. Our therapy 
team at Maple Ridge helped her 
overcome many hurdles to reach her 
end goal of becoming independent 
again beginning with things like 
wheelchair positioning and correcting 
her posture and working on slowly 
regaining the strength in her legs to 
be able to stand, and later walk. We 
also helped control her pain through 
electrical stimulation (e-stim) which 
also helped speed recovery.  
Judy has been great about 
communicating with the therapy 
department and asking for help to 
reach her goals. She wanted to be 
able to get in and out of the car so 
she could go places with friends and 
family, so we practiced until she was 
able to do it. She wanted to ambulate 
in her room with the walker and rely 
less on staff to assist with activities 
of daily living (ADLs) so we helped 
her make that happen. She wanted 
to become independent in the facility 
with her walker and we achieved that 
goal as well. It’s amazing what a 
strong rehab department and a 
motivated resident can do! 
As Judy’s condition improved, she 
regained function. Between making 
healthy life choices and working hard 
to strengthen her body, she is now 
able to walk on her own. She also 
had a knee replacement which 
helped improve her mobility. She had 
this to say about rehab therapy at 

‘Recovery’ ...continued from page 2
Maple Ridge Care Center: “If it wasn’t 
for the rehab department, I probably 
wouldn’t be walking. They are 
wonderful, even if they pushed a little 
hard. It was well worth it!” 
Judy chose to come to Maple Ridge 
Care Center because it was close to 
home and her mom was a resident at 
that time. Being in the same facility 
gave Judy the advantage of spending 
quality time with her mom, which was 
a bonus. When asked what her favorite 
thing about Maple Ridge is, she said, 
“I can’t really pick one thing. The care 
I get is good, activities are good, and 
most of the time the food is good.”  
When asked for her advice for 
someone who may be in a 
similar situation, Judy said, 
“Don’t lose hope. It will be tough 
going, but don’t give up because 
just when you think nothing will 
go right, it does. The last time I 
walked was July 2015 and I 
walked again on my own July 
2020. If it wasn’t for all the 
healthcare people and my 
wonderful family, I wouldn’t be 
here. I also knew that the Lord 
was with me the whole time.”  
Now that she is physically able 
to care for herself again, Judy 
is currently exploring the idea 
of leaving Maple Ridge Care 
Center to find a more indepen-
dent place to live and begin a 
new chapter of her life. It’s a 
bittersweet thought for those of 
us here at Maple Ridge Care 
Center. Although we encourage 
her independence, we will miss 
having her here. “I’m a little 
frightened because it’s been so 
long since I was on my own. 
But it will be nice not to have a 
schedule and to be able to go 
places when I want,” Judy said. 

National Healthcare Environmental 
Services & Housekeeping Week
September 13-19, 2020 
Environmental Services Week is a time 
dedicated to recognizing the efforts  
of hard-working housekeeping staff 
across the US. True warriors of any 
building’s operation, housekeeping  
and environmental services staff 
demonstrate extraordinary teamwork 
and management that’s essential to care 
for complex healthcare environments 
such as skilled nursing facilities and 
assisted living communities. 
Housekeeping team members have a  
tough but important job in any senior care 
facility. Buildings that aren’t cleaned and 
sanitized carefully can lead to illness and 
slow productivity for those who live, work, 
and eat there. 
Our housekeeping team has employed  
new measures to help reduce the likelihood 
of COVID affecting our facility by making 
sure rooms and all areas are cleaned  
and sanitized using CDC and local health 
department guidelines. 
We take this time out to appreciate and 
celebrate our dedicated housekeeping staff 
for the important part they play in keeping 
our residents and staff healthy and safe.


