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Free CNA  
Training Available
Limited Time Opportunity
Certified Nursing Assistants (CNAs) 
continue to be in high-demand in 
Wisconsin. Start your healthcare 
career today by becoming a CNA 
through DHS’ WisCaregiver Career 
Program which offers free training and 
testing. Visit bit.ly/wiscaregiver for 
more information and to sign up today. 
Work at our nursing home community 
for six months as a CNA after 
successfully completing the training 
and testing and you can be eligible 
for a $500 bonus. Call us for details.

Pig Tails
The continuing update of a “therapy pig” in the making…..
Her walks outside are definitely a favorite part of the day for Penelope the 
Pig.  My belief is that she truly cherishes them as much as a pig can.  Just 
being outside with the breeze and the sun on her back and her little hooves 
digging into the cool lawn.  Wow!  What an experience it all must be for her.  
She loves rooting around with that powerful little snout of hers.  It also helps 
that my husband Larry, who she looks up to, literally as well as figuratively, 
brings out some baby carrots, carrot peelings or pig food pellets.  

Larry and Penelope are now taking daily walks with Penelope’s easy stride.  
She is actually very graceful for having a longer larger body on those little 
legs and even smaller hooves.  Her snout is always in the lead and always 
on the search; often she charges well ahead as there is so much of interest 
to explore.  Then there is the one-word gentle reminder from the “Dad” in 
charge:  “Penelope!”  

Then she comes, those little legs loping down the hill after the familiar voice 
and catches back up with my husband once again.  She is rewarded with a 
treat for this effort.  It was a good day for a pig to take a walk.

Below is a picture of Penelope (shown on the right) with Gizmo, our dog.  
They are eating their treats together.  Gizmo is trying very hard to “win” 
Penelope on the theory of becoming a playmate.
– Written by Theresa LaPorte

Volunteer Update:  We are looking for help with crafts, beading, needleworking 
club, Journey to Memories, and Saturday bingo.  Or would you be interested 
in learning to drive our van as a volunteer driver?  We will train you!  If interested 
in any of these positions, please call Rebecca at 715-635-1415, ext 437.



It’s that 
time of 
year where 
Spring is 
rapidly 
melting 
into Sum-

mer, and while everything becomes 
greener and brighter, none can 
compare to our resident of the 
month: Helmi L.  Helmi Lillian M. L. 
was born in the quaint little town of 
Crosby, Minnesota on March 18, 
1917. Her parents were John and 
Helja M. Helmi had a wonderful 
childhood, which she spent with her 
3 brothers and 1 sister! Her happiest 
memory that outweighs all was to 
experience the joy of her husband 
returning home from the army and 
the excitement of settling in and 
planning their future together. 
During her high school years, Helmi 
had multiple jobs, such as cooking 
for 129 men at a friend’s Lumber 
Camp, working for a local grocery 
store, Hotel, and Boarding house 
and also cleaning houses. After 
graduation she attended the Bemidji 
College School System for general 
office courses in sewing and cook-
ing. Helmi states “I felt then that I 
would rather sew and learn to read 
patterns and sew dresses!” 
“It was the summer after my school-
ing in 1935, when I met my husband 
Leonard Larson. Leonard drove 
trucks for his dad, who owned a 
timber business. The following year 
we were married on May 23, 1936 in 
Bemidji Minnesota. It was a lovely 
wedding; we were married at the 
ages of 19 and 21.” 
It was the Great Depression, and 
times were tough in those days. 
Helmi and Leonard struggled with 
whatever work they could find. He 
drove trucks while Helmi cleaned 
houses and worked for Leonard’s 
parents as a cook for 30 men at the 

family’s saw mill.  After 6 years of 
marriage came the big decision 
maker, the war. Leonard was drafted 
into the Army. Helmi went back to 
Bemidji while he was overseas and 
took a test to qualify for Business 
College. Helmi passed with flying 
colors and was bound for the Busi-
ness world! Helmi states, “It took 
great determination and will, which I 
find too 
many 
people 
(especially 
the younger 
generation) 
do not have 
these days.” 
When the 
war was 
finally over, 
Helmi 
traveled to 
Sacramento, California to meet her 
beloved husband Leonard. Later on, 
they packed up and stayed in 
California for 2 years due to a 
transfer with Leonard’s job. Leonard 
had multiple transfers due to the 
construction work, which took them 
cross country to other places such 
as Fargo, Billings, Montana, Minne-
sota and then finally their last move 
was to Siren, Wisconsin, where 
Leonard went back to work for the 
Highway Department. Throughout 
Helmi’s travels she worked in Men’s 
Apparel, catering, and as sales 
clerk. Out of all her occupations the 
finest job she had was being a book 
keeper and credit manager for the 
Bemidji Coca Cola Bottling Com-
pany. Years passed and when Helmi 
and Leonard settled in Siren, Helmi 
opened her very own upholstery 
shop on old 35 and then she retired.
Some of Helmi’s major accomplish-
ments was her marriage to her 

husband 
Leonard, as 
well as when 
she held a 
place on the 
Board of 
Seniors for 
Burnett 
County for 15 
years!  Helmi was a championship 
bowler and accomplished 25 years 
of business in upholstering.
Helmi states, “Here at Maple Ridge 
Care Center, I find it comfortable 
living at 101 years of age; I enjoy 
the atmosphere, the people, and the 
good care. I have a few friends left; 
before I came to Maple Ridge I was 
very active in many offices in the 
Siren area. I also did 20-25 years of 
volunteer work but due to my health 
decreasing I am not able to do as 
much as before. My hobbies now 
are mostly sewing and crocheting. I 
enjoy small trips with the seniors 
and a few friends take me out to 
lunch frequently. T.V. has gotten to 
be quite a companion and pastime 
other than that I enjoy attending 
Pokeno, outings, and Thimble 
Nimble ladies sewing group!”
In closing, “My life was in a different 
era during my growing up. You 
worked for what you wanted, no-
body handed it to you free. But it 
makes us a better person to face 
problems, which enter our lives.   
My advice to younger people is 
learn hobbies and always talk 
problems or decisions through with 
your partner. There are problems  
in life that have to be solved togeth-
er. Then the problems get small,  
no matter how big they are…”
Thanks for the memories and 
sharing your life with us Helmi
~Rebecca Henning

Resident Spotlight: Helmi L.



Radishes are now in the ground thanks to the expert 
help of {MRCC Dietician} Karen Schultz and the 
gardening club. We went out early on the morning of 
May 14th. The morning was beautiful with the air just 
a bit cool, but the soil was nice and warm. Karen 
explained to us that the radishes will do fine in the 
cool weather as there could still be a danger of frost. 
We added some nice nutrient-rich soil to the raised 
bed and everyone that came out literally had a hand 
in the prep or the planting or both. Our thanks to 
Master Gardner Karen who answers a lot of questions 
and gives us such expert guidance in our garden!

Garden Time 

Happy Birthday!
Best wishes to our staff and residents 

celebrating birthdays this month.

Residents:
Daryl S.  07/01
Juanita B.  07/02
Richard “Dick” H.  07/05
Carol S.  07/09
Daniel L.  07/11
Maxine S.  07/24
Emma H.  07/26

Staff:
Mieko Larson  07/01
Deborah Schiro  07/09
Kaylee Nye  07/11
Nancy Stellrecht  07/13
Kennadi Walker  07/15
Chrissy Camp  07/15
Kathy Wallace  07/23
Nicole Danger  07/28
William Wolf  07/31

Welcome to our team!
Amber Cook, Culinary Services
Tane Croy, Culinary Services
Brenda Thomson, Nursing
Kayla Kruppe, The Villas
Niurka Colon-Aponte, The Villas
Sharyl Guyer, The Villas
Taylor Jamison, The Villas
Josie McShane, CNA
Madisen Ferguson, CNA
Ann Smith, Medical Records/
Receptionist
Laurie Breeden, Therapy

The gardeners are all hard at work on a beautiful Monday morning.

Reminiscence Garden is a project that we have undertaken in our Journey 
to Memories Club.  I ask myself if this matters that we are doing this project 
and then I remember that these type of projects helped my mother so much 
when she was here at Maple Ridge and I answered my own question very 
quickly.  Without the help of Maple Ridge, I shudder to think of how that 
would have all turned out for Mom.  Our project is building a “garden” of 
memories with a book that I use that asks very basic questions about your 
childhood. They are very thought provoking, I might add.  For a little added 
visual every month I add a picture of a gardening tool that the resident gets 

to decorate the very unique way 
that he/she wants to.  Thanks to an 
idea that I found, we were able to 
add to our Reminiscence Garden that 
is displayed in the hallway outside 
the activity department. Stop and see 
the messages on the “vegetables!”
– Written By: Theresa LaPorte

Journey to Memories:  

 

AtteNtioN Staff: 
A New Benefit for you!
Assistance with Child Care
Maple Ridge Care Center has partnered with Cradle to 
Crayons Preschool (located next door) and effective 
June 1, 2018, Maple Ridge Care Center will cover 50% 
of childcare costs!
For employees from Maple Ridge Care Center and The Villa’s at Maple Ridge, 
please visit HR to receive eligibility requirement, policy and application. 
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Friendly Staff /
Visiting Hours
Maple Ridge welcomes visitors 
at all times, but quiet hours 
are enforced during 8:00pm-
5:00am to ensure a home-like 
and comfortable environment 
for our residents. We ask that 
if you do visit at this time to 
keep volumes low and/or to 
visit in one of our sitting areas 
if your loved one shares a 
room with another resident. 
Maple Ridge staff can be 
reached 24 hours a day at 715-
635-1415, or use the directory 
below for specific questions.
Nicole Danger 
Administrator  635-1420
Rebecca Henning 
Activities Director  635-1437
Tracy McNitt 
Business Office  635-1239
Anne Sadenwasser 
Director of Nursing  635-1356
Randi Swanson 
Social Services  635-1440

This month’s employee spotlight is 
Sue Coquillette, who has worked in 
Maple Ridge Care Center’s dietary 
department since 2016.  Sue and 
her husband Rick are Spooner 
locals.  Prior to working at Maple 
Ridge, Sue has worked at Red 
Cross Pharmacy, The Palace 
Theater, Robertson Restaurant, 
and North Memorial Ambulance as 
an EMT.  Sue is well-known for her 
restaurant, The Trego Dinner Bell.  
Sue had waitressed at The Trego 
Dinner Bell for 15 years and loved 
it so much that she decided to buy 
and manage it in 1993.  

You may also know Sue from The 
Heart of The North Rodeo, where 
she volunteers on the Rodeo 
Committee every year.  Sue was 
the first woman to be named 
“Committee Person of the Year.”  

Sue grew up 
in a family of 
13 children  
and enjoyed 
participating 
in Girl 
Scouts  
and 4-H.  
She also 
enjoys 
camping with her family and 
friends, playing video games, and 
of course, her involvement in the 
Spooner Rodeo.  

Sue’s favorite part of her job is 
interacting with the residents.  We 
are so thankful that Sue joined our 
team.  Her talent and passion are 
huge assets that contribute to 
Maple Ridge Care Center.  Thank 
you for everything you do, Sue!  
We are lucky to have you!

Employee Spotlight:

These hardworking ladies from Johnson Bank voluntarily filled our patio planters 
on May 17th. This was due to an inquiry on their part of how they could fulfill 
their service day.  It is very appreciated and the flowers will continue to provide 
a lot of enjoyment!

Thank you Johnson Bank!


